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Village Hall 
 

By the time you read this work may have started on 
the village hall – certainly Wimpey have informed us 
that they have let the contract.  So that brings into 
sharp focus what are we going to do when it opens 
towards the end of this year. 
 

We would like to see the village hall as a vibrant 
social centre for the village; offering a wide range of 
facilities for a wide range of user groups of all ages. 
What’s more we want to be able to do so at a 
balance of minimal cost to users yet enable it to be 
profitable – otherwise we shall all have to fund it in 
some way. 
 

The draft business plan clearly shows that we have 
to make full use of it as quickly as possible, which in 
turn means having it fitted out fully - ideally from day 
one.  Hence the point we made in the recent Race 
Night flyer, that we need to raise around £45,000 
to fit it out completely.  That’s a lot of dosh, so 
we’re going to have to go at full speed to get 
there. The Fund Raising Group and the Youth 
Group are looking at potential grants that may be 
available, and there will be a real focus on raising 
cash throughout this year. 
 

So, to the direct plea. This is your village hall. You 
can help in some way to raise the money we 
need to make it a really first class facility. Your  
ideas and your help – no matter how small – are 
vital. Just contact anybody on the parish council or 
MVA. The money won’t raise itself and nobody is 
going to send us cash out of the blue. 
 

For starters, there are still 
some tickets left for the 
Race Night tomorrow 
(Saturday 29th Jan): just call 
either Theresa (791539) or 
myself (791447) – now ! 
 

By the way, this doesn’t include funds for kit any 
groups may need. Samantha wants to start a Tai Chi 
Yang Sword group, but that group will have to 
provide the swords, mats etc. (and the bandages). 
So if you are involved in a group who will want to use 
the hall, you might need to get your own fund raising 
going too. 

Unsung heroes 
  

Moving on - to unsung heroes. I’d like to mention a 
couple of people this time.  

 

Firstly Mary Rose Dolan-Holland. Mary Rose 
welcomes new people into the village, by 
visiting them in their new home, presenting 
them with the welcome pack and talking about 
the village. We know that many of you have 
really found this refreshing and welcoming. 
Thanks to Mary Rose who spends many hours 
doing this.  
 

Secondly Stu Randle. Stu has just resigned 
from the MVA after 3 years of unstinting effort. 
We always found Stu’s thoughtful approach 
really helpful, and a great discipline. Work 
pressures mean Stu has decided to give the 
MVA a rest for a while. Stu – thanks for all 
your efforts; they really did make a big 
difference and you will be sorely missed. 

 
Village landscape 
  

I mentioned a while ago that we have been trying to 
get the village open spaces more under control. 
Peter Harris of the Borough Council has completed 
the first phase (covering the David Wilson area) of 
his assessment of what needs to be done; he should 
work through the rest of the village in the next few 
weeks.  Peter’s very thorough work will give us a 
clear set of requirements that we can monitor to 
ensure they are being met. 
 
Re-organisation 
 

Finally some changes to the Borough Council’s 
committee structure mean that the quarterly meeting 
we used to have with them and Wimpey has been 
discontinued, now that the parish council is up and 
running. We always found these meetings very 
useful; however the good news is that Wimpey have 
agreed to come along to parish council meetings to 
keep us informed. Don’t forget you can come too ! 
 
 Cheers ! 
 

Bob Littler, Chair, MVA & MPC 

Getting up to speed - news from the horse’s mouth 
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Many complaints are being received about the 
amount of dog "waste" that still appears around 
Mawsley. The majority of dog owners are 
responsible and collect up what their dogs can't be 
bothered to carry home, however, there still appears 
to be a hard core of owners who think it acceptable 
to leave the contents of their dogs bowels openly on 
display around the village. It comes to something 
when dog owners can stand watching their dogs 
defecate on people’s doorsteps and then just walk off 
and leave it for the house owner to clear up!  (Ring 
any bells with anyone who walks their large dog 
along The Green and School Road?) 
 

We would remind you that it is offensive and also an 
offence not to pick up your dog’s waste. The 
Borough Council’s Dog Warden will prosecute 
offenders. A dog waste bin has been installed in the 
village close to the playing field and more should 
follow - this will save owners having to take their 
dog’s waste home and hopefully may prompt the 
more selfish owners to start picking up their dog’s 
detritus. 
 

In the meantime, if you do see an owner walking 
away from their dog’s most recent bowel movement 
- feel free to let me know. We will soon start printing 
descriptions of the dogs who have irresponsible 
owners! 

 

Richard Meredith, Clerk to the Parish Council 

Adoption of Mawsley Roads 
 

A common question asked at Village Meetings is 
"When will the roads be finished, adopted and proper 
speed limits introduced?". The usual answer is "When 
building is finished!"  
 

In the last few days we have received further advice on 
this matter from the Highways Department of the 
County Council. The general position is that, on 
completion of development, roads will be finished to 
the required standard by the developers and they will 
be "adopted" by the County Council 12 months after 
completion subject to them remaining in good repair. 
Until the main "spine" roads in the village are complete 
(those which connect to the currently maintained public 
highway), no other areas of the village will be adopted. 
So, whilst those of you in and around Old Gorse Way 
have a finished road surface, it will be the 
responsibility of the developers to maintain the road for 
the foreseeable future. 
 

It is therefore very likely that we are still two to three 
years away from fully completed roads in many parts 
of the village and a similar period away from the 
implementation of permanent traffic calming measures. 
Anything you can do in the meantime to ensure safety 
on the roads of the village will be appreciated!" 

Dear Commercial Vehicle Drivers, 
 

We all know that in today's working environment 
we are all expected to bring work home with us. In 
some cases, the work brought home is the 
commercial vehicle you are required to drive all 
day. 
 

Most work that is brought home is taken into the 
house and you would not consider dropping it in at 
a neighbour’s house for them to look after 
overnight. Why then do some of you find it 
necessary to park your commercial vehicles 
anywhere other than your own drive or in your own 
garage? If you do not want to look at the vehicle 
you drive all day, why do you think your neighbours 
would want to? 
 

Have some thought for your fellow villagers. If you 
have to park your commercial vehicle overnight, 
please do it outside your own house and not 
abandoned, for example, on the pavement in 
Nethertown Way, facing the wrong way in 
Loddington Way or making it difficult for residents 
who live in Symonds Way to park there. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Name and address supplied 

Pub prospects 
 
Wimpey have recently informed the Parish Council 
and Villagers Association that potential purchasers 
of the ‘pub site’ believe that there is inadequate 
space for parking. 
 
After considerable discussion and consideration the 
MVA and MPC has agreed in principle to a request 
to release .2 of an acre of land from the playing field 
to the pub site. This agreement is conditional on final 
plans and particularly the impact on: 
• the existing plans relating to the Community 

Centre 
• the layout of the playing field, including the cycle 

track  
• the existing hedgerow which divides the playing 

field from the pub site. 
 

We will report further developments. 

From the Parish Council…….. 

Storage Facility 
 

Thanks are extended to Messer's George Wimpey 
who have very kindly provided storage space within 
the village for the various items acquired over the 
last three years by the Villagers Association. If you 
are one of the village residents who is looking after 
items of MVA property, call Richard Meredith 
(791539) and he will arrange for it to be moved to 
the central repository. 
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We have now completed our first term at Mawsley 
C.P. School. The school is continuing to grow and we 
now have 100 children on roll. Much was achieved 
by children, staff, parents and governors last term 
and we hope to continue the development of our 
new school in 2005.  
 
We finished our last term with a number of 
enjoyable Christmas activities. It was lovely to see 
our children entertaining their parents with our first 
Christmas productions. Reception and Year 1/2 
joined together to perform “Mend the Manger”, a 
modern nativity play. Our older classes performed 
a play about two time travellers who 
wanted to find out about the meaning 
of Christmas.  
 
Many Mawsley residents joined with 
children, parents, staff and governors for 
our Christmas Fayre. This was organised 
by The Friends of Mawsley School and 
raised £1050 for school resources. Many 
thanks to all residents who came along 
to support us. 
 
During the Christmas holidays we also 
contributed Art work from all four 
classes to an exhibition at the Alfred East 
Art Gallery in Kettering. (See picture.) 
 

Money making scheme 
 

Tracy Baker from Cransley Rise has found a way to 
raise money for the village and to clear space in her 
home. She has found an outlet for good quality baby 
ware and has already donated £240 to the MVA from 
selling her own, and some from neighbours and 
friends. 
 
Tracy is willing to co-ordinate the sale of more items 
to help village funds. If you would like to help by 

donating your surplus good 
quality baby equipment (in good 
condition), especially prams, 
buggies, baths, change mats, 
sterilisers and monitors, or baby 
clothes for up to 2 year olds, 
please contact Tracy on 790361. 

  Miss Pestell’s Year 1 class 
 were asked, in connection with the 

Tsunami disaster and helping  
Others, to write a ‘wish on a fish’. 

Tiana’s very first piece of completely 
unaided work read, 

Dear God, I hope you give the    
people some water. Amen 

Sarah Aldwinkle, one of the parents, is trying to 
set up a direct link with a school in Sri Lanka so 
that the children at Mawsley School can respond 
to specific identified needs of children there. 
She says she has been prompted to do this by 
seeing the response of her own children and 
others at the school to the disaster. 

When we returned from our Christmas break, 
many of our children wanted to help those left 
homeless by the East Asian tsunami. We therefore 
decided to hold a non-uniform day and raised £343 
for the Disasters Emergency Committee. 
 
In September 2005 we will be able to add an 
additional teacher to our school and begin the new 
academic year 2005/2006 with 5 classes: Reception, 
Year 1, Year 2, Year3/4 and Year 5/6.  
 
We look forward to the spring term. 

Elaine Wright, Headteacher 

Mawsley Community Primary School 

Christians in Mawsley have planned 
Saturday celebrations for the second Saturday each 
month in the school at 3-15pm.  February’s theme 
will be on love and March on new life.  All are 
welcome. 
The Christians in Mawsley house group still meets 
on the first and third Thursday of each month. In 
February we will meet at Kerry and Aidan’s, 8 Fox 
Coverts and in March at Gerald & Mildred’s, 6 The 
Round. 
Further details from Gerald or Mildred 791496. 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD 
     WATCH 
 
Leading up to Christmas and the 
festive season Mawsley Village 
enjoyed its own nights of revelry which included: 
• damage being caused to two cars  parked overnight in 

Main Street and Link Lane car park 
• the Flag Pole in the Wimpey sales office car park 

being destroyed along with paint sprayed onto the 
door of the Options Centre 

• the contents of litter bins and broken glass being 
tipped onto the same car  park. 

• empty alcohol bottles and litter left on the roadside 
• and the log feature at the  entrance into Loddington 

Way being demolished. 
Whether this is down to local residents or visitors it is 
something we can do without and with your help, and the 
Neighbourhood Watch Scheme, perhaps this year we can 
minimise crime and damage. 
 

This year we have already had a burglary in the village, 
whereby a window  was removed and entry gained.  This 
occurred in the early hours of the 8th January. 
 

Since the last newsletter we have delivered details of 
your  Sector Representatives.  By now you should have 
received your Neighbourhood Watch pack. If not these 
will be with you  soon. I am still awaiting delivery of the 
small  Neighbourhood Watch stickers and as soon as I 
have them they will be  distributed. 
 

Don't forget you should be entitled to a discount with 
your household  insurance if you are a member of a 
Neighbourhood Watch scheme, and also there  are other 
benefits which are detailed in the pack. I have also 
provided a number of packs to the site office 
representative at  Wimpey homes for her to give out to 
new residents moving into the village.  
 

Our next meeting of the Neighbourhood Watch 
committee, is on the 17th February at 8pm, so if there are 
any concerns or issues you wish to raise, could  you 
contact either myself or your Sector Representative prior 
to this  date. 
 

Last but not least, no other volunteers have come forward 
for the following  areas to act as Sector Representatives:  

Cransley Rise, Malaslea, and Stoney  Fields,  
School Road, Cowslip Hill, Jib Wood, Symonds Way, 

Badgers Lane, Hares  Run,  
Padmans Close, Chambers Hill, The Jitty,  

Broughton Road (cottages) and Mawsley Lodge.  
It's unreasonable to expect our current Sector 
Representatives to  effectively cover these areas as well 
as their own.  It's important for the  efficient working of 
our Neighbourhood Watch Scheme that more volunteers  
come forward to help cover the areas above.  So if you 
can help please do  contact me.   Keith Powell 

01536 790439(H) 
07739  131178(M) 

email Williamsjea@.com  

 

News from the Surgery 
 
New Surgery Update – Good news – Planning 
permission was granted on the 21st December. 
Legal completion will hopefully take place by the 
end of Feb with a start date for the build at the 
beginning of March and a completion date 11 
months later. Final plans and drawings are now in 
the Surgery. Please do come along and have a look.   
 

New Opening Hours – There are a few minor 
changes to the opening hours – reception is now 
open from 8am to deal with scripts and 
telephone calls only. Surgery times remain 
unchanged. 
 

Flu Campaign - we still have a few flu vaccines 
left. If you have not had your vaccine as yet, please 
call the surgery on  01536 791300 to make an 
appointment. We will be able give these until 
mid- Feb. 
 

Coffee Morning and Fund Raising – A Coffee 
morning was organised by one of our patients- Mrs 
Mogridge to raise funds to buy a community notice 
board. Mrs Mogridge would like to thank everyone 
who supported this event with food for the stalls 
and raffle  prizes and particularly those who helped 
and also those who attended. Special thanks to the 
Redgraves who contributed the Christmas trees for 
the raffle. The total raised was £66.00; the cost of 
the notice board was £35 so we have donated the 
balance of the funds to the Northamptonshire and 
Warwickshire air ambulance fund. 
Please use the notice board to advertise events 
taking place in the village but no advertising of 
commercial services please. 
 

NHS QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS-There are 
some major changes taking place within the NHS 
at the moment; some of these look at the way GP 
practices currently operate and measures 
performance against new targets set by the 
Department of Health. We have recently had an 
inspection by the Primary Care Trust and the report 
was very complementary about the practice and the 
service we offer to our patients. If you have any 
comments, suggestions or compliments, drop us a 
line, and tell us how we doing. 

Angene Kane 
Practice Manager 

Employment Units 
 
Diamond Estates who have been engaged to manage the 
sale of the employment units site report that they are 
currently preparing drawings of new plans for a marketing 
drive. 
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Heard it on the Grapevine.....Edition 2 
 
Happy New Year to you all!  Hope you had a fabulous 
Christmas!  Where did you go and what did you 
discover, I wonder? 
 
I’ve got a few bits to tell you all; let me know what 
you’ve discovered so I can spread the word!  
 
• ‘Deliciously Sweet’ is the business name of a lady, 

called Christine, who makes homemade puddings 
and cakes – you may have seen her advert in The 
Four Spires.  I’ve used her business several times 
now for parties and this Christmas I ordered my 
cake and pudding from her too.  In my opinion - 
excellent puds and reasonably priced for a hand-
made product. She delivers and collects and even 
loans you the serving dish … what more do you 
need?  Ring Christine on 01536 310554 and she’ll 
send you a brochure and if your guests ask if the 
pudding is home-made, you can say ‘Yes’!. 

 
• OCADO – The Waitrose online grocery shopping 

service now deliver in the village.  Top prize for 
ingenuity goes to one of my neighbours who had all 
her Christmas food shopping delivered to the 
front door on Christmas Eve morning!  Well done 
you clever lady!  Good thinking! 

 
• Thanks to Glen who recommended ‘The Griffin’ in 

Pitsford.  We tried it  and thought it excellent – 
up to date menu, top quality ingredients. generous 
portions, well cooked and presented, good service 
and very pleasant dining room … more ‘restaurant’ 
than ‘bar food’ so the prices are a bit steeper. 
Apparently they do a good range of lunchtime 
salads too! 

 
• ‘The Swan’ at Lamport has been refurbished and 

opened up again just before Christmas … mixed 
feedback about the refurbishment and the food.  
Let me know if you’ve tried it and tell me what you 
think. 

 
• Richard says that ‘The Royal Oak’ in Walgrave is 

one of our more local pubs with very good pub food 
and a good range of beers. 

 
• There's a January Sale on at ‘The Pheasant’ in 

Keyston!  You’ve got a week left to have a 2 course 
meal, with a glass of wine and coffee for a tenner.  
If you need 3 courses .. it’ll cost you another fiver 
and you’ll probably need a sleep in the afternoon!  

 
Psst … do you know of any little jewels in Rothwell or 
Desborough?  We want to do a ‘Spotlight’ on both 
places and need inside information.  What’s the 
shopping like?  Any good places to eat?  Let me know 
if you know, won’t you?  Ta. 
 
For our Spotlight on Market Harborough turn to 
the Mawsley Advertiser. Hope you find it useful. 
What we haven’t mentioned there is that there is 
much of interest in Market Harborough even if you 
don’t like shopping. There’s the 17th century Old 
Grammar School and Butter Market in the centre and 
Union Wharf (the old canal basin) right up at the top 
of town. And for a most impressive flight of canal 
locks Foxton Locks is not far away. 
 
Don’t forget, If you’ve got a bit of ‘goss’ to spread 
about one of your finds – please let me know.  

Email or telephone Andrea Lucas 
andrea.lucas@virgin.net  

01536 799066 

Youth Report 
 

Motor cycle maintenance 
Well at long last we are 
finally due to get underway. 
Our bike fixing quest starts 
on Wednesday the 26th 
January 2005 at 18:30 (that's 
6.30pm for the uneducated). 

 

We are due to start on a Suzuki GS125 which I have 
yet to see so it will probably be a project worth 
getting our teeth into! I have put a page on 
www.mawsleyvillage.com website to keep you all 
updated with our activities (don't expect too much to 
start with!) and hope that it will build into something 
we can all enjoy. 
 

Please feel free to come along if you want to, but 
remember that it is still winter and we will be in a 
garage (even though it has a small heater) so wrap 
up warm. 

Giles Owen 
 
Wednesday Night is Mawsley Night at the William 
Knibb Centre in Kettering continues at 7.30pm and 
there is a bus which leaves from Warren End at 
7.00pm and the pond at 7.10pm and returns from 
Knibb at 9pm to be back by 9.20pm. Do join us 
there for sports, circus skills and music making or 
simply sit and chat in the internet café . 
 
On Thursdays we have a few places left for our web 
design classes which are held in the Computer Suite 
at the Knibb Centre. 
 
Saturday morning football club, from 10 - 11am  
will be moving to Loddington very soon as the 
village hall building works will prevent us from 
using our own field. But we will continue to provide 
the same amount of professional coaching and small 
games to any youngsters from 6 years upwards. The 
charge is just £1 per week. 
 
We are desperate to start a Beaver group in the 
village and need a couple of people to help set this 

up. No experience is necessary as 
skilled fully trained help is 
available. Without volunteers we 
cannot start this. The response from 
parents wishing their youngsters to 
be able to attend has been 
immense, so please help! 
 

For more information about any of these activities, 
or to offer help, please contact Aidan Piper on 
790419. 
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Christmas and New Year Round - up 
It seems a long time ago, now, but here’s a reminder of some of the goings on. 

Dear all, 
Just to say a massive thank you to all of you 
who responded to the appeal for Christmas 
presents for local children. So many of you 
turned up on my doorstep with kind and thoughtful 
presents. We have had a letter from the County 
Council to say how grateful they and the families 
are for our help - a copy of the letter is posted up in 
the school and on the village noticeboard. We 
collected nearly 200 presents including 
skateboards, books, dolls and remote controlled 
cars - all of which will have made a child's 
Christmas.  
Thank you again for helping. 
 

Yvette Sanderson 
3 The Jitty        

New Year’s Day Walk 
 

At 11.15 on New Years Day, 18 hardy souls 
set out to find warmth and sustenance across 
the fields to the Three Cranes at Great 
Cransley. Regular walkers will appreciate 
how foolhardy that was since the bridleway 
was sodden and two steps into the field and 
our boots were covered in Mawsley clay, so 
much so that little Charles' boots kept 
coming off with the weight of the clay! We 
all merrily trudged on and some keen 
ramblers ran the last 100 yards to get to the 
bar first!!! We can definitely recommend the 
food and hospitality at the pub, but the 
landlord kept a keen eye to make sure we left 
our muddy boots outside!!!  

Teresa Gable 

The Christian Christmas events went well again with 
some 70 adults and children attending the 
Christingle celebration. The children made their 
Christingles again and the candles got lit this year 
too! It looked great. We even had some brass players 
for the singing with two very young bandsmen from 
The Salvation Army Sunday School and their mum 
all playing their cornets with keyboard 
accompaniment and Fraser Harrup sang a solo verse 
in ‘Away in a manger’. The collection for The 
Children’s Society reached £50. 
 
 The village carol singing took place on a foggy but 
rain-free evening and during the evening an average 
of around thirty people, complete with candle 
lanterns, sang their way round the village.  Some 
came and went during the tour, and it was good to 
see the young children with Mums and Dads joining 
in during the first part of the evening. Young Harry 
Mills sang some solo verses very well too! More 
adults joined us for the last part, when we all ended 
up at Pat and Pat’s for the promised libation!  It was 
a great finish and our thanks go to them for their 
kind hospitality. 
A number of villagers came out to give us money but 
we weren’t doing it for charity then, but certainly 
will this coming December. 

Gerald Peacock 

Wild life encountered on the walk to Cransley. 
Natasha and Kelly leading the herd.  

A Mawsley Bit of a Christmas Do 
 

The evening at Sedgebrook Hall organised by Ralph 
Davis was a great success.  Two coach loads of us 
got there and back safely, met new neighbours, had a 
very good meal and danced ourselves to a standstill. 
 

Thanks Ralph and Caroline. Here’s to the next one! 

Harry Mills and Isabella Potter at the Mawsley 
Christmas Party at Barney Berzerk’s. 



7 

 
Pop Star Initials Quiz 
 

In aid of the Tsunami Disaster Appeal 

 

Eleanor Meredith (9) has set the following quiz  
for children up to the age of 13. 

All you have to do is work out the full name of the 
pop star whose initials are given below and then 

answer the tie break question.  
 

Cost of each entry is £1 and all proceeds go to the 
Tsunami Disaster Appeal. All entries giving name, 
age and address of the entrant, together with entry 

fee, are to be delivered to  
1 Main Street by February 14th 2005.  

 
The winner will receive a prize of a 

box of "Miniature Heroes" chocolates.  
 

1) BS (female)  
2) BK (female) 
3) JT (male) 
4) RS (female) 
5) CA (female) 
6) EJ (male) 
7) KM (female) 
8) NF (female) 
9) NJ (female) 

10)   DB (male) 
 

 
Tie Break  

Re-arrange the letters in the following phrase to 
give the name of a pop group and then give the 

names of the members of the group:  
 

Tin Tac To Mike 
 

Good Luck! 

Mawsley Reading Group continues to 
meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month.  We 

are always looking for new 
members since our meeting 
numbers do tend to fluctuate 
due to work commitments.   
 

We have very informal 
meetings, discussing the book 
over a glass (or two) of wine. 
 

We had  a  December 
Christmas meal out which was very enjoyable 
and are now reading 'The American Boy' by 
Andrew Taylor. Next month the book will be 
'The Amateur Marriage' by Anne Tyler. In 
March we will be trying to find another author 
with the initials AT !  
 

Anyone interested in joining the group please 
ring Elaine Cawthorne 791277 or email 
cawthorne@tesco.net 

 

Forthcoming events 
 
Easter Monday morning (28th March)  
 - our regular Easter Egg Hunt    
 Details in the next newsletter. 
 
Spring Bank Holiday weekend 
 - Village Fun Day on Saturday 28th May.  
 Details later. 

Dear Editor 
 

May I use the newsletter to say a big thank 
you to the gentleman who lives in Mawsley 
who stopped on Saturday 11th December at 
approximately 5pm along the Mawsley road 
when I crashed my car. A big thank you for 
all your help. I was not badly hurt but 
unfortunately my car was written off. 
from 
Mrs Denise Claydon 
The Jitty 

Village Noticeboards 
 

A new village noticeboard has been ordered to 
replace the one that used to stand in Loddington 
Way opposite the entrance to Old Gorse Way. 
 

The Parish Council will then replace the one that 
stands by the Wimpey Options Centre car park and 
in due course expects to provide a third one, 
probably by the new village hall. 
 

KBC has reimbursed some of the cost of the original 
two noticeboards which did not stand up to the job. 
The reimbursement is not sufficient to replace both 
noticeboards immediately. 

Snowdrop Sunday  - 6th February 
at Kelmarsh Hall 

A chance to walk in the gardens at Kelmarsh Hall among 
the snowdrops and aconites. 

10.30 am - 3.30 pm   Admission £2 
Refreshments and plants for sale 

01604 686543 

Christmas Quiz Results 
 

Congratulations to Ian Herring and Garry Forsyth 
who both scored 19 out of a possible 20 and were 
declared joint winners each receiving a bottle of 
Champagne. 
The Pats scored 18.5 and both Emma Tucker and 
Nathalie Combrousse reached 18. 
Thanks to Richard Meredith for organising the quiz 
and donating the prizes, and to all entrants. 
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Community Centre 
 

As work gets under way on the new Community Centre we 
still haven’t settled on what to call it. 
 

Do you prefer ‘Community Centre’ or ‘Village Hall’? Or 
can you think of a better name? Suggestions and 
preferences to the editor, please. 

Wildlife Watch 
 
Now is a good time of year to put 
up nest boxes, because it 
gives your  birds time to get 
used to them before breeding 
in the Spring.   
 

Some birds squeeze into very tight holes-indeed; the 
Nuthatch plasters the  entrance with mud to make it 
the right shape and size; others, such as Robins,  
prefer an open fronted box with easier access. So 
vary the type of boxes  you put up so that you offer 
a range of hole sizes. 
 

Where you locate nest boxes in your garden is as 
important as  which  type of box you choose.  Avoid 
placing them in direct sunshine, and do not face them 
into prevailing winds - on both counts pointing East is 
a good bet, but  your local situation may dictate 
otherwise.  Don't put them too high - about  2-3m 
off the ground for most species is fine.  If you fix 
them to walls  rather than trees, they are harder for 
cats, squirrels and other predators to  reach.  
 

There is a constant procession of Blue Tits visiting 
bird tables during the short January days. In winter, 
good food supplies are important for both  sexes.  
Females need to maintain their body weight in order 
to reach Spring in good breeding condition, and the 
male’s plumage has to be in top shape to  attract 
females. Blue Tits were the third most common 
garden visitors in last year’s RSPB Big Garden Bird 
Watch. 

As Winter really begins to bite, 
and Birch and Alder seeds are 
harder to  find, Siskins appear 
in gardens with increasing 
frequency.  They are  delightful 
to look at but amazingly 
aggressive, easily capable of 
seeing off much larger 
Greenfinches in competition for  
food at the bird table. 
 

Lastly don't forget to keep birdtables and feeders 
regularly topped up with  coconut halves and fat 
balls. Also make sure your bird baths are free  from 
ice and topped up with fresh water. 

 Keith Powell. 

MVA Officers 
mva@mawsleyvillage.net 
Chair: Bob Littler (791447) 
Treas. Chris Winter (790375) 
Sec. Richard Meredith (791539) 

Mawsley Parish Council 
mpc@mawsleyvillage.net 
Cllr. Bob Littler (Chair) 
Cllr. Chris Winter (Deputy Chair) 
Clerk: Richard Meredith (791539 or 
richard.meredith@eds.com) 
 

Neighbourhood Watch  
Co-ordinator 
Keith Powell (790439) 
 

Northants County Council 
Cllr. Jim Harker(01536 742245) 
jharker@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
Kettering Borough Council 
Cllr. Jim Hakewill (01858 467686) 
James.hakewill@btopenworld.com 
Cllr. Michael Harrison  
(01536 712888) 
michaelharrison@kettering.gov.uk 

Contact Details 
Please contact any of the following to make suggestions, ask questions or discuss current issues 

Newsletter Editor   
Pat Rowley (791881)   
newsletter@mawsleyvillage.net or  
pat.rowley@tiscali.co.uk 

Village meetings 
 

Parish Council - Monday 7th February. 
This is an open meeting that any parishioner may attend; 
and they may speak on any issue for up to 5 minutes.  
The agenda is put on the noticeboard in advance. 
Mawsley Villager’s Association - Tuesday 8th February 

Both meetings begin at 8pm in the doctor’s surgery. 

Calling all gardeners… 
 

A reminder that we hope to organise Mawsley Open 
Gardens to take place during the late May Bank Holiday 
weekend to coincide with village Fun Day. 
 

Please think about opening your garden then for your 
village neighbours to enjoy. It’s all very well going to visit 
grand gardens in the neighbourhood but our small patches 
don’t have much in common with them. What Mawsley 
residents really want to see is what can be done in a garden 
rather like theirs.  
 

More details to follow. 
 

If you need a spur to work on your front garden don’t forget 
that in June the Gardening Club will be making awards for 
the brightest and best front gardens, pots and baskets.  
 

Gardening Club meetings will resume at the end of March.   

Mawsley Newsletter and Advertiser  
Your contributions to the next newsletter will be very 
welcome. Articles, letters, questions and pictures on any 
topics relating to the village will ensure that we have a 
varied and interesting edition for issue on 11th March. 
 

Congratulations to Eleanor Meredith for her Pop Star Quiz 
this time. Could you devise a short quiz or game for 
youngsters or adults for next time? 
Items to the editor by 7th March at the very latest.  


